[The different types of human onchocerciasis in west Africa (author's transl)].
This study reports the clinical, ophtalmological and parasitological examination for onchocerciasis in 4 882 people, living in 23 villages located in 8 different areas of west Africa. The disease is hyperendemic in the whole sample and no major differences occur when comparing the indices of Onchocerca volvulus infection. However, all the complications (eye, skin and lymph node lesions) are less common in the four forest clusters than in to the four savanna clusters. The disease seems to be relatively well tolerated in areas where transmission of Onchocerca volvulus is carried out by Simulium species other than S. damnosum s.s. and S. sirbanum. The striking epidemiological differences of onchocerciasis is probably associated with several vector-parasite complexes, which may indicate the existence of different strains of O. volvulus.